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COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICES 
 
19-212d. Contracts for group insurance for certain 
county employees; withholding employee contributions. 
The board of county commissioners of any county is au-
thorized to procure contracts insuring its officials and em-
ployees including fire and sewer district officials and em-
ployees or any class or classes thereof and district court 
officers and employees any part of whose salary is payable 
by counties under a policy or policies of group life, group 
health, accident, accidental death and dismemberment, and 
hospital, surgical, or medical expense insurance. The de-
pendents of any such persons may be insured under group 
policies which provide hospital, surgical or medical ex-
pense insurance. The contributions of such persons, if any, 
to the premiums for such insurance issued to the county as 
the policyholder may be deducted by the county from such 
persons' salaries when authorized in writing by such per-
sons so to do.  
History: L. 1968, ch. 351, § 1; L. 1969, ch. 137, § 1; L. 
1970, ch. 99, § 1; L. 1977, ch. 110, § 1; L. 1986, ch. 99, § 
1; July 1.  
 
19-270. Special benefit districts; creation or enlarge-
ment; approval of board of county commissioners, re-
quired. (a) (1) A special benefit district shall include any:  

(A) Sewer district;  
(B) water district, rural water district and water 

supply district;  
(C) fire district;  
(D) improvement district;  
(E) industrial district; and  
(F) drainage district.  
(2) The fringe area of a city means the area of un-

incorporated territory lying outside of but within three 
miles of the nearest point on the city limits of a city which 
has adopted subdivision regulations under K.S.A. 12-749, 
and amendments thereto.  

(b) No special benefit district shall be created, 
within the fringe area of any city unless approved by at 
least a 3/4 majority vote of the board of county commis-
sioners of the county in which the city is located. The 
boundaries of any such district shall not be extended within 
the fringe area of the city unless approved by at least a 3/4 
majority vote of the board of county commissioners of the 
county in which the city is located. If the boundaries of the 
district cross county lines and if the district to be created or 
the boundaries to be extended would be located within the 
fringe area of a city, the board of county commissioners of 
each county in which such a city is located shall be re-
quired to approve the creation of the district within the 
fringe area of the city or the extension of the boundaries of 
the district within the fringe area of the city by at least a 3/4 
majority vote of the board. If a hearing is not already re-
quired to be held prior to the creation or expansion within 
the fringe area of a city of a special benefit district, the 
board of county commissioners shall call and hold a hear-
ing on the proposed action. Notice of the hearing shall be 

published once in the official county newspaper. The notice 
shall be published at least seven days prior to the date of 
the hearing.  

At the hearing, the board shall receive testimony 
from the city, township, county or regional planning com-
mission having jurisdiction over any of the affected land 
area. Such testimony shall address any incompatibilities 
between the creation or expansion of the district within 
such fringe area and any adopted land use or comprehen-
sive plans. The governing body of the city may present 
testimony of any proposed annexation of the affected land 
area. Any interested person may present testimony before 
the board. As a guide in determining the advisability of 
authorizing the creation or change in boundaries of a spe-
cial benefit district within the fringe area of a city, the 
board's considerations shall include, but not be limited to, 
any testimony offered at the public hearing concerning: (1) 
The size and population of such city; (2) the city's growth 
in population, business and industry during the past 10 
years; (3) the extension of its boundaries during the past 10 
years; (4) the probability of its growth toward the territory 
during the ensuing 10 years, taking into consideration natu-
ral barriers and other reasons which might influence growth 
toward the territory; (5) the willingness of the city to annex 
the territory and its ability to provide city services in case 
of annexation; and (6) the general effect upon the entire 
community, all of these and other considerations having to 
do with the overall orderly and economic development of 
the area and to prevent an unreasonable multiplicity of in-
dependent municipal and special district governments. The 
board shall approve or disapprove the creation or change in 
boundaries of the special benefit district within 30 days of 
the hearing. Any person or city aggrieved by the decision 
of the board of county commissioners may appeal from the 
decision of the board within 30 days following the render-
ing of the decision to the district court of the county in 
which the affected area is located. The appeal shall be 
taken in the manner provided by K.S.A. 19-223, and 
amendments thereto. Any city so appealing shall not be 
required to execute the bond prescribed therein.  
History: L. 1986, ch. 70, § 1; L. 1995, ch. 57, § 1; L. 1997, 
ch. 143, § 1; May 8.  
 
19-1579. Certain counties under 5,000; courthouse, jail 
or sheriff quarters. The provisions of this act shall apply 
to any county having a population of less than five thou-
sand (5,000) and having a total assessed tangible valuation 
of more than ten million dollars ($10,000,000) and which 
county has prior to the effective date of this act made a tax 
levy or levies for the purpose of providing funds to be used 
for the construction of a courthouse, jail or sheriff's quar-
ters or for one or more such purposes, and which has ac-
cumulated at least forty-five thousand dollars ($45,000) for 
such purposes and in which county the state fire marshal 
has condemned the basement and the second floor above 
the ground of the courthouse now in existence in said 
county.  
History: L. 1949, ch. 210, § 1; March 19.  
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19-2716. Formation of taxing district for fire protection 
and street lighting; petition; enlargement of boundaries, 
when. When the resident owners of fifty-one percent 
(51%) or more of the land located in an unincorporated 
town or village, which land is occupied in platted lots and 
blocks or in tracts consisting of five (5) acres or less, and 
consisting of five (5) or more such adjoining tracts, shall 
present a petition to the board of county commissioners of 
the county within which such district is located, describing 
such district by metes and bounds, or by block and lot 
numbers where platted, and asking that said district be 
formed into a taxing district for the purpose of furnishing 
fire protection or street lighting therein, it shall be the duty 
of the board of county commissioners to investigate such 
petition and ascertain whether the same is signed by the 
resident owners of fifty-one percent (51%) or more of the 
real estate within such district, and if the said board shall 
find that said petition complies in all respects with the pro-
visions of this act, the said board of county commissioners 
shall enter an order upon its records declaring said district 
to have been formed into and to constitute a taxing district 
for the purpose of levying a tax to furnish fire protection or 
street lighting therein.  

After the establishment of any such district as 
herein provided, the boundaries of same may be enlarged 
by the filing with the board of county commissioners of a 
petition signed by a majority of the resident property own-
ers in the territory proposed to be added to such district. No 
land shall be included within such taxing district which 
consists of more than five (5) acres in any one tract, unless 
the owner thereof shall request in writing to the board of 
county commissioners that such land be included within 
such taxing district.  
History: L. 1927, ch. 170, § 1; L. 1938, ch. 43, § 1; L. 
1957, ch. 181, § 1; June 29.  
AGO: 84-34 
 
19-2717. Same; certification of tax levy by township 
board; limitations; certain counties between 125,000 
and 165,000; election. (a) The township board shall de-
termine the amount of money necessary to be raised by 
taxation to furnish fire protection or street lighting or both 
within such taxing district, and shall certify to the board of 
county commissioners the said levy in the same manner 
and at the same time as levies are certified for township 
purposes. Except as provided in subsection (b), the tax to 
be levied shall not exceed in any event three mills upon the 
dollar of the assessed valuation of the property within such 
taxing district.  

(b) The township board of any township located in 
a county with a population over one hundred twenty-five 
thousand and not more than one hundred sixty-five thou-
sand in order to furnish fire protection or street lighting or 
both may levy a tax of not to exceed six mills upon the 
dollar of assessed valuation of the property within such 
taxing district. Whenever any said board proposes to levy a 
tax under this subsection, it shall adopt a resolution stating 
the amount of the proposed levy and giving notice thereof. 

Such notice shall be published once each week for two 
consecutive weeks in the official county newspaper. If, 
within sixty days next following the last publication of 
such notice, a petition protesting such tax levy signed by 
not less than five percent of the qualified electors of such 
taxing district, no such levy shall be made unless the 
proposition to levy such tax has been submitted to and ap-
proved by a majority of the qualified electors of the taxing 
district voting at an election called and held thereon. Such 
election shall be noticed, called and held in the manner 
prescribed for the noticing, calling and holding of elections 
under the general bond law.  
History: L. 1927, ch. 170, § 2; L. 1938, ch. 43, § 2; L. 
1980, ch. 90, § 1; July 1.  
 
19-2718. Same; duties of township board. The township 
board shall administer the funds of the said taxing district, 
and said taxes when collected shall be paid over to the 
township treasurer in the same manner as taxes levied for 
township purposes. The township board shall make the 
necessary expenditures from such funds to provide for fire 
protection and/or for lighting the streets within such taxing 
district. All moneys raised by taxation as herein provided 
shall be used for the purposes herein specified and for no 
other purpose, and such moneys shall be paid out by said 
township board upon orders drawn by the clerk thereof 
upon the treasury of such board.  
History: L.1927, ch.170, § 3; L.1938, ch. 43, § 3; March 3.  
 
19-2719. Same; disorganization of taxing district; dispo-
sition of fund. At any time after such taxing district shall 
have been formed as herein provided if the owners of two-
thirds or more of the real property located within such tax-
ing districts, shall present to the board of county commis-
sioners of the county a petition asking that such taxing dis-
tricts be disorganized as such, the board of county commis-
sioners shall investigate such petition, and ascertain 
whether the same is signed by the owners of two-thirds or 
more of the real estate within such district, and if the said 
board shall find that said petition complies in all respects 
with the provisions of this section, the said board of county 
commissioners shall enter an order upon their records de-
claring such taxing district disorganized, and thereafter no 
further taxes shall be levied or collected within such district 
under the provisions of this act, unless the said district shall 
be later formed into a taxing district as herein provided.  
Any funds which may remain in the hands of the township 
treasurer or county treasurer and which have been raised by 
taxation under the provisions of this act at the time of the 
disorganization of any such taxing district, shall become a 
part of the general fund of the township within which such 
taxing district is located.  
History: L. 1927, ch. 170, § 4; June 1.  
 
19-2765. Same; powers and duties. Every improvement 
district incorporated under K.S.A. 19-2753 et seq., and 
amendments thereto, shall have the power to:  

(a) Adopt a seal.  
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(b) Be sued and to sue by its corporate name.  
(c) Adopt resolutions prescribing the manner in 

which the powers of the district shall be carried out, and 
generally regulating the affairs of the district.  

(d) Plan and construct or to purchase public works 
and improvements necessary for public health, recreation, 
convenience or welfare within the limits of the improve-
ment district. Also to construct or purchase works outside 
the limits of the district which may be necessary to secure 
outlets, disposal, etc., and permit satisfactory performance 
of the works within the district.  

(e) Purchase, hold, sell and convey real estate and 
other property.  

(f) Take private property for public use by exer-
cise of the right of eminent domain as provided by law.  

(g) (1) Annually levy and collect a general tax not 
exceeding five mills on all taxable tangible property within 
the district, to create a general fund. Unless consented to in 
writing by the owners of at least 90% of the total area of 
land in the improvement district, no such levy shall be 
made by any improvement district where the density of 
population thereof, as determined by the county clerk of the 
county in which the district is located, on the basis of the 
assessment rolls for the last assessment made for the 
county, does not exceed one resident for each five acres of 
land, including platted land and unplatted land, located 
within the district. (2) In addition to the levy authorized 
pursuant to (1), any improvement district located in 
McPherson county may levy and collect annually a tax not 
exceeding 20 mills on all taxable tangible property within 
the district to create a fund to provide street lights in the 
district. (3) In lieu of the levy authorized under (1), any 
improvement district located in a county having a popula-
tion of more than 150,000 and less than 180,000 and hav-
ing an assessed taxable tangible valuation in such district of 
more than $300,000, may levy and collect annually a tax 
not exceeding 15 mills on all taxable tangible property 
within the district to provide moneys for the general fund 
and, in addition, may annually levy and collect a tax of not 
to exceed seven mills on all taxable tangible property 
within the district to provide moneys for law enforcement 
and fire protection for all property located within the dis-
trict, if, in either case, 51% of the qualified electors of the 
improvement district, as determined and verified by the 
board of directors of the district, shall petition the directors 
requesting that such levies be made. (4) Any improvement 
district may annually levy and collect a general tax not 
exceeding six mills on all taxable tangible property within 
the district to create a general fund, but no levy in excess of 
five mills may be made unless the board of directors of 
such improvement district has published a resolution au-
thorizing a levy in excess of five mills once each week for 
three consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circula-
tion within the district. If within 30 days after the last pub-
lication of such resolution, a petition protesting such levy, 
signed by qualified electors of the improvement district 
equal in number to not less than 10% of the electors voting 
at the last improvement district election for directors, is 

filed with the county clerk of the county in which such im-
provement district is located, no levy in excess of five mills 
may be made. If no petition protesting the levy in excess of 
five mills is filed within the prescribed time, the improve-
ment district may, annually thereafter, levy such general 
tax not exceeding six mills.  

(h) Levy assessments and special taxes, if deemed 
expedient by the directors, upon all of the real estate in the 
district that may be benefited by special works and im-
provements including the improvement and maintenance of 
roads in the district, which will be conducive to the public 
health, convenience or welfare.  

(i) Authorize the issuance of bonds to pay the cost 
of constructing public works and improvements that will 
benefit all property located within the district and be con-
ducive to the public health, convenience, or welfare and be 
beneficial to all of the inhabitants of the district. No such 
bonds shall be issued unless consented to in writing by the 
owners of all of the land in the improvement district or 
until authorized by a vote of the taxpayers as hereinafter 
provided. The total amount of such bonds outstanding shall 
not, unless consented to in writing by the owners of all of 
the land in the improvement district, exceed 25% of the 
assessed valuation of the district as shown by latest as-
sessment rolls. Unless consented to in writing by the own-
ers of at least 90% of the total area of land in the improve-
ment district, no such bonds shall be issued for the payment 
of the cost of any improvement within any improvement 
district where the density of population thereof, as deter-
mined by the county clerk of the county in which the dis-
trict is located, on the basis of the assessment rolls for the 
last assessment made for the county does not exceed one 
resident for each five acres of land, including platted land 
and unplatted land, located within the district. Any im-
provement district having a population of more than 2,000 
and an assessed taxable tangible valuation of more than 
$2,000,000 and located within a county having a popula-
tion of more than 300,000 is hereby authorized to issue 
revenue bonds the proceeds of which shall be used only to 
purchase, construct, reconstruct, equip, maintain or repair 
buildings and to acquire sites therefor, and to enlarge or 
remodel such buildings and equip the same for the pur-
poses set out in and pursuant to the provisions of K.S.A. 
12-1740 et seq., and amendments thereto.  

(j) Contract with other improvement districts or 
with other public corporations for cooperation or joint ac-
tion in the construction of public works or improvements. 
Also to contract for and receive aid, contributions and loans 
from the United States government or any agency thereof.  

(k) Establish by resolution of the board of direc-
tors reasonable rates on charges for the use of the sewage 
disposal system of the district and provide for the manner 
of the making and collection of the same. "Sewage disposal 
system" for the purposes of this act shall include the system 
of sewers and the sewage disposal plant of the district.  

(l) Make all contracts and do all other acts in rela-
tion to the affairs of the district necessary to the proper 
exercise of its corporate legislative or administrative pow-
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ers and to the accomplishment of the purpose of its organi-
zation.  

(m) Purchase or acquire outdoor emergency warn-
ing sirens.  

(n) Employ any person necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this act.  

(o) Secure the general health of the district by the 
adoption of resolutions to prevent, abate and remove nui-
sances. The secretary of the board of directors shall send a 
notice to the owner of the property to remove or abate such 
nuisance within a period of time not to exceed 10 days. If 
the owner fails to remove or abate the nuisance within the 
time specified the board may provide for the removal or 
abatement of the nuisance and provide for the assessment 
of the cost of abating or removing such nuisance against 
the property upon which the same is located or maintained. 
Such assessments shall be certified by the secretary of the 
board of directors of the district to the county clerk of the 
county in which the property is located, to be placed upon 
the tax roll for collection at the same time and in the same 
manner as ad valorem property tax levies are collected and 
shall be subject to the same penalties and the same proce-
dure for collection as is prescribed by law for the collection 
of such ad valorem property taxes. Any unpaid costs as-
sessed pursuant to this subsection shall become a lien upon 
the property from the date of assessment thereof.  

(p) Secure the health of the district by the adop-
tion of resolutions requiring the removal or destruction of 
grass, weeds or other vegetation from any lot or parcel of 
land located within the district. The secretary of the board 
of directors shall send notice to the owner of the property 
to remove the grass, weeds or vegetation within a period of 
time not to exceed 10 days. If the owner fails to remove the 
grass, weeds or vegetation within the time specified, the 
board may provide for the removal thereof and assess the 
cost of removal against the property on which the same was 
located. Such assessments shall be certified by the secre-
tary of the board of directors of the district to the county 
clerk of the county in which the property is located, to be 
placed upon the tax roll for collection at the same time and 
in the same manner as ad valorem property tax levies are 
collected and shall be subject to the same penalties and the 
same procedure for collection as is prescribed by law for 
the collection of such ad valorem property taxes. Any un-
paid costs assessed pursuant to this subsection shall be-
come a lien upon the property from the date of assessment 
thereof.  

(q) Adopt resolutions regulating and prohibiting 
the running at large of domestic animals.  

(r) Adopt resolutions for the preservation of the 
peace and order of the district and to prevent injury, de-
struction or interference with public or private property.  

(s) Adopt resolutions providing for the assessment 
of unpaid bills or charges for utility services provided by 
the district against the property receiving the service. Such 
assessments shall be certified by the secretary of the board 
of directors of the district to the county clerk of the county 
in which the property is located, to be placed upon the tax 

roll for collection at the same time and in the same manner 
as ad valorem property tax levies are collected and shall be 
subject to the same penalties and the same procedure for 
collection as is prescribed by law for the collection of such 
ad valorem property taxes. Any unpaid costs assessed pur-
suant to this subsection shall become a lien upon the prop-
erty from the date of assessment thereof.  

(t) Take any other action necessary to carry out 
and execute the general powers granted by this section.  
History: L. 1945, ch. 180, § 13; L. 1953, ch. 152, § 1; L. 
1955, ch. 163, § 1; L. 1967, ch. 151, § 1; L. 1969, ch. 156, 
§ 10; L. 1970, ch. 112, § 1; L. 1974, ch. 122, § 14; L. 1975, 
ch. 169, § 1; L. 1982, ch. 121, § 1; L. 1984, ch. 104, § 1; L. 
1985, ch. 97, § 1; L. 1985, ch. 98, § 1; L. 1985, ch. 99, § 1; 
L. 1986, ch. 106, § 1; L. 2001, ch. 170, § 1; L. 2002, ch. 
176, § 4; July 1.  
 
19-3601. Fire districts; organizations; name; governing 
body; duties of county clerk and county treasurer; 
delegation. The board of county commissioners of any 
county of the state is hereby authorized and empowered to 
organize one or more fire districts in any portion of the 
county not within an incorporated city, and the entire 
county or the major portion thereof may be organized as 
one fire district and any city of the second and third classes 
may be included within such district as hereafter provided. 
No fire district or part of a fire district may be included 
within a fire district under this act, except as provided in 
K.S.A. 19-3611, and amendments thereto. Each such fire 
district shall be named and numbered by the said board in 
the order of their organization as "Fire District No. _____ 
(such number as shall be assigned), County of _____ (name 
of county), Kansas". In counties adjoining another state 
having rural fire protection districts adjacent to their 
county-state boundary lines, fire districts may be named 
and numbered by said board in the order of their organiza-
tion as "Rural Fire Protection District No. _____ (such 
number as shall be assigned), County of _____ (name of 
county), Kansas."  

The board of county commissioners of the county 
shall be and constitute the governing body of each fire dis-
trict within the county. The county clerk of the county shall 
be the secretary of said board as the governing body of 
each of said fire districts and shall have such other duties as 
county clerk as provided by this act. The county treasurer 
shall receive and have custody of all of the funds of each 
fire district and shall expend the same upon the order of the 
governing body of each such district as provided by law.  

The board of county commissioners may delegate 
any of the powers and duties of the county clerk and county 
treasurer prescribed by this section to any other person 
deemed qualified by the board. The board of county com-
missioners shall require any person to whom such powers 
and duties are delegated to execute a good and sufficient 
surety bond issued by a surety company authorized to do 
business in this state, in an amount fixed by the board 
which shall not be less than the amount of money such per-
son will be responsible for at any one time.  
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History: L. 1953, ch. 161, § 1; L. 1955, ch. 171, § 1; L. 
1977, ch. 102, § 1; L. 1979, ch. 75, § 3; July 1.  
AGO: 2002-27, 2001-51, 2000-27, 96-37, 93-95, 89-59, 
86-84, 83-82, 82-114, 82-103, 82-97, 80-146, 80-89, 80-47, 
80-23, 80-6 
 
19-3601a. Same; governing body; powers. Upon the 
creation of a fire district under the provisions of K.S.A. 19-
3601 et seq., and amendments thereto, the governing body 
shall have the authority to:  

(a) Enter contracts;  
(b) acquire and dispose of real and personal prop-

erty;  
(c) acquire, construct, reconstruct, equip, operate, 

maintain and furnish buildings to house fire fighting 
equipment;  

(d) acquire, operate and maintain fire fighting 
equipment;  

(e) issue bonds as provided in this act;  
(f) pay compensation and salaries to fire district 

employees;  
(g) pay compensation to volunteer members of the 

fire district for fighting fires, responding to emergencies or 
attending meetings;  

(h) exercise eminent domain;  
(i) pay the operation and maintenance expenses of 

the fire district and any other expenses legally incurred by 
the fire district; and  

(j) do all other things necessary to effectuate the 
purposes of this act.  
History: L. 1979, ch. 75, § 1; L. 1992, ch. 132, § 1; L. 
2002, ch. 150, § 2; July 1.  
AGO: 2002-27, 2001-51, 2000-27, 96-37, 93-95, 86-84, 
80-89 
 
19-3601b. Same; issuance of bonds and no-fund war-
rants. The governing body of any fire district created under 
the provisions of K.S.A. 19-3601 et seq. shall have the au-
thority to issue general obligation bonds under the provi-
sions of the general bond law except that before any bonds 
are issued, the governing body shall publish once in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the district a notice 
of its intention to issue such bonds and stating the purpose 
for which such bonds are to be issued and the amount 
thereof. If within sixty (60) days after the date of publica-
tion of such notice, a petition signed by not less than five 
percent (5%) of the qualified electors residing in such dis-
trict is filed with the county election officer, no bonds shall 
be issued until approved by a majority of the qualified elec-
tors residing in the district voting at an election called and 
held therefor. At no time may the aggregate amount of out-
standing bonds issued under this section exceed five per-
cent (5%) of the assessed valuation of tangible property 
within the district.  

The governing body of any such fire district shall 
also have the authority to issue no-fund warrants in the 
manner prescribed in K.S.A. 79-2940. All such warrants 
and interest thereon may be payable in approximately equal 

installments over a period of not to exceed five years from 
the first day of July following their issuance. The govern-
ing body shall make a levy at the first tax levying period 
after such warrants are issued sufficient to pay such war-
rants and the interest thereon as may be required during the 
budget year.  
History: L. 1979, ch. 75, § 2; July 1.  
AGO: 80-89, 80-6 
 
19-3602. Same; resolution, contents; notice and hear-
ing; abandonment or alteration of proposal; adoption of 
final resolution; publication, effect. Subject to the provi-
sions of K.S.A. 19-270, the board of county commissioners 
upon its own motion or as provided in K.S.A. 19-3603, and 
amendments thereto, may proceed to organize any or all 
portions of its county into one or more fire districts by the 
adoption of a resolution at some regular or adjourned regu-
lar meeting of the board which shall recite that it is advis-
able in the public interest that a district or districts be or-
ganized in the county for the protection of lives and prop-
erty from the hazards of fire and shall describe the limits 
and boundaries of the proposed district or districts under its 
or their proposed name or names. No fire district or part of 
a fire district heretofore or hereafter existing by virtue of 
law may be included within a fire district under this act, 
except as provided in K.S.A. 19-3611, and amendments 
thereto. The proposed districts may be described by metes 
and bounds or by township boundaries or names, or such 
districts may be described by existing school districts or 
any organized special districts containing the area of the 
proposed district. Such resolution shall be published once 
each week for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper pub-
lished and of general circulation in the area where the lands 
are located, or if there is no such newspaper, then in the 
official county paper. Each such resolution shall be pub-
lished in connection with a map showing the territory of the 
proposed district or districts and a notice of a hearing on 
the advisability of organizing each such district. The notice 
shall fix a time not less than 10 days after the last publica-
tion thereof for a hearing before the board of county com-
missioners at a stated hour and place which may be at the 
county courthouse or at a place within each of the districts.  

Any taxpayer or elector residing in the county, 
and any city therein, shall be entitled to appear in person or 
in its corporate capacity, or by counsel, and be heard on the 
advisability of organizing such districts. The board, at such 
hearing, may accept proposals for alteration of the pro-
posed district by the inclusion of additional territory or by 
the exclusion of territory from any proposed district. The 
board may adjourn the hearing from day to day without 
further published notice and may fix a time for the final 
determination of the proposal to organize any such dis-
tricts. At such time or times the board may abandon any 
proposal or it may adopt a final resolution organizing and 
naming the fire district or districts and declaring the 
boundaries thereof as finally determined. Each such district 
shall be finally and fully organized upon the publication of 
the resolution or resolutions one time in a newspaper pub-
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lished and of general circulation in the area where the lands 
are located or, if there is no such newspaper, then in the 
official county paper.  
History: L. 1953, ch. 161, § 2; L. 1965, ch. 188, § 1; L. 
1986, ch. 70, § 15; May 15.  
AGO: 2000-27, 96-37, 94-21, 87-166 
 
19-3602a. Inclusion of land located in other benefit dis-
tricts. Any land located within an improvement district 
created pursuant to K.S.A. 19-2753 et seq., and amend-
ments thereto, or any land located within an industrial dis-
trict created pursuant to K.S.A. 19-3801 et seq., and 
amendments thereto, shall not be included within the 
boundaries of any fire district created pursuant to K.S.A. 
19-3601 et seq., and amendments thereto, unless the gov-
erning body of such improvement district or industrial dis-
trict approves the inclusion thereof.  

Nothing in this section shall be construed as pro-
viding a procedure for the detachment or deannexation of 
land located within the boundaries of a fire district.  
History: L. 1997, ch. 143, § 17; May 8.  
 
19-3603. Same; petition; contents; resolution; adoption 
and publication, when. The board of county commission-
ers shall consider the advisability of organizing any fire 
district or districts within the county upon the filing of a 
petition with the county clerk, signed by the residents of 
the county owning more than sixty percent (60%) of the 
area of the lands situated within the boundaries of the pro-
posed district. Each such petition shall describe the 
boundaries of any proposed district as provided in K.S.A. 
19-3602 and shall be accompanied by an outline map 
showing the proposed district and the tracts thereof held by 
the signers of said petition. Each signer shall, after his 
name, enter the place of his residence with respect to some 
city or township within the county, the legal description of 
his land within the proposed district and his supposed es-
tate therein and if a corporation, the name and home office 
of the corporation and the title of the officers signing the 
petition. The board of county commissioners shall deter-
mine the sufficiency of any such petition by reference to 
the records of the county pertaining to any interest in real 
property. If any such petition shall be found sufficient, said 
board may adopt and publish a resolution organizing and 
naming said district and declaring the boundaries thereof as 
provided in K.S.A. 19-3602: Provided, That nothing herein 
shall deny the authority of the board to organize a fire dis-
trict under K.S.A. 19-3602.  
History: L. 1953, ch. 161, § 3; April 13.  
 
19-3604. Same; disorganization or alteration of district; 
inclusion of new lands; procedures. (a) Any fire district 
may be disorganized by the board of county commissioners 
at any time after four years from the date of the publication 
of the final resolution for the first organization of such dis-
trict upon a petition to the board and the making of an order 
in like manner as in the case of organizing any fire district 
under K.S.A. 19-3603, and amendments thereto.  

(b) Subject to the provisions of K.S.A. 19-270, the 
territory of any organized fire district may be subsequently 
altered by the inclusion of new lands or by the exclusion of 
lands therein upon a petition to the board of county com-
missioners signed by the owners of at least 10% of the area 
of the lands sought to be included or excluded, which peti-
tion shall conform, as near as may be possible, to the peti-
tion required for the organization of a fire district. If the 
board of county commissioners finds the petition is suffi-
cient, the board may adopt and publish a resolution attach-
ing or detaching the lands described in the petition to or 
from the fire district. The resolution shall be published 
once each week for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the area where the lands are lo-
cated. Such publication shall include a map showing the 
territory of the district and the lands proposed to be at-
tached to or detached therefrom. If within 30 days after the 
last publication of the resolution and map, a petition pro-
testing the inclusion or detachment of such lands, signed by 
the owners, whether residents of the county or not, of more 
than 19% of the area of the lands sought to be included in 
or excluded from the fire district is filed with the county 
clerk, the resolution shall have no force or effect. If such a 
protest petition shall not be filed within such time, the reso-
lution shall become final, and the lands shall thereupon be 
deemed attached to or detached from the fire district. In 
any case where lands are included in or excluded from a 
fire district as provided herein, the board shall declare the 
new boundary of the district by the adoption and publica-
tion of a resolution in like manner as the boundaries were 
declared at the time of the original organization thereof.  
History: L. 1953, ch. 161, § 4; L. 1957, ch. 193, § 1; L. 
1971, ch. 96, § 1; L. 1986, ch. 70, § 16; May 15.  
AGO: 94-21, 87-166, 82-235, 82-97, 81-213, 80-146, 80-
23 
 
19-3605. Same; inclusion of cities within district; proce-
dure. If the governing body of any city of the first, second 
or third classes, lying within the boundaries of any pro-
posed or organized fire district shall deem it advisable to be 
included within the territory of any fire district, such city or 
cities may be included within such district at the time of its 
organization or any time subsequent thereto as follows: The 
governing body thereof shall, not less than twenty (20) 
days prior to some regular meeting day, publish a notice (as 
in the case of publishing ordinances) of its intention to peti-
tion the board of county commissioners that all or a part of 
said city be made a part of or be included within any pro-
posed or organized fire district in the county and of a hear-
ing on said proposal at such meeting. At such meeting, or 
any adjournment thereof, the said governing body may 
adopt a resolution directed to the board of county commis-
sioners praying that all or part of the city be included 
within or added to the fire district, and said petition may be 
heard by the board of county commissioners at any meeting 
thereof. After such hearing the board of county commis-
sioners may make its order as in the case of the organiza-
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tion of a new district or the alteration and modification of 
the boundaries of an existing district.  
History: L.1953, ch.161, § 5; L.1957, ch.193, § 2;April 12.  
AGO: 80-146 
 
19-3606. Same; districts not to be organized or altered 
after July 1; budget; tax levy. No fire district shall be 
organized in any county, or the boundaries thereof altered, 
in any year after the first day of July and in every such case 
it shall be the duty of the board of county commissioners at 
the time of the making of the annual county budget to in-
clude therein a section showing the proposed tax require-
ments and expenditures of all fire districts in the county. 
The county clerk shall at the time of spreading the tax lev-
ies of the county make a levy against all tangible taxable 
property situated in all fire districts in the county on the 
first day of July as organized or altered. The county treas-
urer shall credit all tax moneys and other funds belonging 
to each fire district to a fund identified by the name of such 
district and the same shall be expended as provided by law 
during the budget year for which levied.  
History: L. 1953, ch. 161, § 6; April 13.  
 
19-3608. Same; agreements with cities or townships for 
fire protection service; terms; resolution or ordinance. 
The board of county commissioners, as the governing body 
of any fire district organized by virtue of this act, may enter 
into agreements (and may modify or alter the same) with 
any township or townships, city or cities in the county or 
with adjacent townships or cities in adjacent townships in 
adjoining counties having an organized fire department 
under the control of the governing body thereof, for fire 
protection services and for the use, operation, care and 
maintenance of any fire apparatus or equipment belonging 
to such district. Said agreement shall be made by resolution 
in the case of said board and by ordinance in the case of 
any city. All such contracts shall fix the terms and condi-
tions (including a consideration) under which any city 
binds itself to furnish fire protection services to the fire 
district, and/or by which any city shall use, operate, house 
and maintain any fire apparatus, equipment and supplies 
purchased for the purpose of this act by said board and the 
terms under which any such city may furnish fire protec-
tion services to the district by the use of city firemen, fire 
apparatus and equipment, or by both use of city- and dis-
trict-owned apparatus and equipment.  

The rights and duties vested in municipal firemen 
by the provisions of sections 80-1504, 80-1505 and 80-
1506 of the General Statutes of 1949 and any amendments 
thereto, shall govern in all cases when applicable to this 
act: Provided, That the supervision and control of any fire 
department furnishing services by reason of this act shall 
always be with the governing body of a city.  
History: L. 1953, ch. 161, § 8; April 13.  
AGO: 96-37 
 
19-3608a. Same; contracts with rural fire districts of 
adjoining county of another state; terms; limitation of 

liability. The board of county commissioners, as the gov-
erning body of any rural fire protection district organized, 
named and numbered under the provisions of article 36 of 
chapter 19 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated may enter into 
contracts on an annual or other basis with any rural fire 
protection district of an adjoining county or counties of 
another state having a general fire protection program or 
fire-fighting equipment under the control of the governing 
body thereof, for fire protection services or fire protection 
cooperation. All such contracts shall be upon terms suitable 
to all concerned, and said board of county commissioners is 
hereby authorized to do everything necessary to carry out 
such contracts: Provided, The terms and conditions upon 
and in compliance with which each district is to cooperate 
in furnishing, maintaining and operating fire equipment for 
outside aid or mutual aid or making payment for such ser-
vice shall be expressly stipulated.  

The county treasurer of the county in which such 
fire district is located is hereby authorized to pay over 
moneys to the treasurer or other proper officer of such dis-
trict in an adjoining state authorized to receive same in 
accordance with the terms of such contract and upon the 
order of the said board of county commissioners. Any rural 
fire protection district, department, company or firemen 
answering any fire alarm or performing fire prevention 
services or rescue, resuscitation, first aid, inspection or any 
other official work outside its state and within a rural fire 
protection district organized under this act, shall be consid-
ered an agent of the rural fire protection district located in 
the state of Kansas, and acting solely and alone in a gov-
ernmental capacity, and such rural fire protection district 
located in another state shall not be liable in damages for 
any act of commission, omission, or negligence while an-
swering or returning from any fire, or reported fire, or do-
ing or performing any fire prevention work or rescue, re-
suscitation, first aid, inspection or any other official work.  
History: L. 1955, ch. 171, § 2; April 4.  
 
19-3609. Same; agreements with cities providing for 
buildings; funds. Any fire district organized by virtue of 
this act and any city may enter into agreements for the joint 
construction, equipping and maintenance of any building or 
buildings, or for additions to existing city buildings, within 
the city or district, for the housing, and servicing of fire 
apparatus and equipment of the city and district. Any funds 
of the district available as provided by K.S.A. 19-3607 of 
this act may be used for this purpose together with any 
funds of the city authorized by law for the construction of 
city buildings. Any such building may by agreement be 
used in part for the accommodation of the officers of such 
city and its several departments or offices.  
History: L. 1953, ch. 161, § 9; April 13.  
AGO: 96-37 
 
19-3610. Same; tax levies; use of proceeds, limitations; 
election on levies, when. (a) The board of county commis-
sioners each year shall levy an ad valorem tax on the tax-
able tangible property within each fire district in the county 
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organized by virtue of this act (including or excluding such 
property within any city in each district as the case may be) 
as shall be required by the budget of each district. All pro-
ceeds of such levy shall be used for the to carry out the 
powers, duties and functions of the governing body of the 
fire district as specified in K.S.A. 19-3601a, and amend-
ments thereto. Except as otherwise authorized by this sec-
tion, the board of county commissioners shall not make a 
levy, in any year, in any fire district in excess of five mills 
upon the property in the district. Whenever a fire district 
shall have contracted with a city to furnish fire protection 
to the district, the board may make a tax levy which will 
produce a sum not exceeding the amount payable to the 
city under such contract during the budget year for which 
the tax levy is made.  

(b) The board of county commissioners of any 
county, whenever the same is authorized by a majority of 
the electors of any fire district voting at an election called 
and held thereon, may levy a tax of more than five mills 
but not more than seven mills in any year upon the property 
within such district. Such election shall be a question sub-
mitted election and shall be called and held in the manner 
provided for the calling and holding of elections upon the 
question of issuance of bonds under the provisions of 
K.S.A. 10-120, and amendments thereto.  
History: L. 1953, ch. 161, § 10; L. 1961, ch. 159, § 1; L. 
1974, ch. 128, § 1; L. 1992, ch. 132, § 2; July 1.  
AGO: 2002-27, 2001-51, 93-95, 89-59, 80-89, 80-47 
 
19-3612a. Same; establishment of district board of trus-
tees; powers. Whenever a fire district has been established 
under the provisions of K.S.A. 19-3601 to 19-3606, both 
sections inclusive, and the county commissioners deter-
mine, by resolution, that it is to the best interests of the 
county to place the supervision of such fire district under a 
fire district board of trustees, the said commissioners may 
appoint a board of not less than three (3) members and not 
more than nine (9) members, composed of persons other 
than the board of county commissioners, who shall serve at 
the pleasure of the commission. The board so established 
may be vested with all of the powers theretofore vested in 
the county commissioners, or such supervisory powers as 
the commissioners may, by resolution, delegate, and the 
board so appointed may exercise all powers so delegated.  
History: L.1961, ch.163, § 1; L.1965, ch. 190, § 1;June 30.  
AGO: 2000-27, 96-67, 93-95, 80-89 
 
19-3612b. Same; supervisor and employees of district. 
The board of county commissioners of any such county or 
the fire district board of trustees, if one has been appointed, 
may employ a supervisor and such other persons as may be 
necessary to properly operate and manage such fire district.  
History: L. 1961, ch. 163, § 2; June 30.  
 
19-3612c. Same; fire protection reserve fund; source of 
revenue; limitations. The governing body of any fire dis-
trict organized under K.S.A. 19-3601 et seq., and amend-
ments thereto, is hereby authorized and empowered to 

transfer, annually, by resolution, from the general fund of 
the district any money credited to such fund, and subject to 
legal expenditure, which in the opinion of the governing 
body will not be needed for general operating expenses in 
such year, to a special fund to be established for the acqui-
sition of fire-fighting equipment, apparatus or machinery or 
land and buildings to be used for fire-fighting purposes. 
Upon the adoption of such resolution, a copy thereof shall 
be delivered to the treasurer of such fire district. The treas-
urer shall credit the amount provided in such resolution to 
such special fund and shall debit the general fund of the 
district, as the case may be.  

All moneys credited to such special fund shall be 
used by such fire district for the acquisition of fire-fighting 
equipment, apparatus or machinery or land and buildings to 
be used for fire-fighting purposes. Such fund shall not be 
subject to K.S.A. 79-2925 to 79-2936, inclusive, and 
amendments thereto. However, in making the budget of 
such fire district the amounts credited to, and the amount 
on hand in, such special fund and amounts expended there-
from shall be shown for the information of the taxpayers of 
such district.  

If the governing body of any fire district deter-
mines that money which has been transferred to such spe-
cial fund or any part thereof is not needed for the purposes 
for which so transferred, the governing body is authorized 
and empowered by resolution to retransfer such amount not 
needed to the district's general fund and such retransfer and 
expenditure thereof shall be subject to the provisions of 
K.S.A. 79-2925 to 79-2936, and amendments thereto.  
History: L. 1971, ch. 97, § 1; L. 1993, ch. 279, § 3; July 1.  
AGO: 80-47 
 
19-3612d. Same; tax levies in certain counties; use of 
proceeds; limitation; election. The governing body of a 
fire district created under the provisions of K.S.A. 19-3601 
et seq., located in any county having a population of less 
than one hundred thousand (100,000) and an assessed tan-
gible valuation of more than two hundred twenty-five mil-
lion dollars ($225,000,000) or located in any county having 
a population of more than three hundred thousand 
(300,000) is hereby authorized to make expenditures from 
the proceeds of a levy made pursuant to K.S.A. 19-3610 in 
the current budget year for the purposes of compensation of 
the fire district employees and other general operating ex-
penses. All expenditures heretofor made for such purposes 
from the proceeds of tax levies under the provisions of such 
section are hereby authorized and ratified.  

The governing body of such fire district shall have 
the power to levy a tax of not to exceed nine (9) mills upon 
all taxable tangible property in the district for the purpose 
of paying compensation to fire district employees, the ex-
penses of operating and maintaining a fire department and 
other legal expenses of the fire district. Before any such 
levy is made, notice of the intended levy shall be made 
once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a news-
paper of general circulation in the fire district. If within 
thirty (30) days after the last publication of the notice, a 
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petition signed by not less than five percent (5%) of the 
qualified electors in the fire district is filed in the office of 
the county election officer requesting an election thereon 
no levy shall be made unless the question of the levy shall 
be submitted to and approved by a majority of the voters of 
the fire district voting at an election called by the governing 
body. Such election shall be called and held in the manner 
provided under the provisions of K.S.A. 10-120.  

The governing body of such fire district may, 
whenever it is authorized by a majority of the electors of 
the fire district voting at an election thereon, levy a tax of 
more than nine (9) mills but not more than eleven (11) 
mills in any year upon the taxable tangible property within 
such district for the purpose of paying compensation to fire 
district employees, the expenses of operating and maintain-
ing a fire department and other legal expenses of the fire 
district. Such election shall be called and held in the man-
ner provided under the provisions of K.S.A. 10-120.  
History: L. 1980, ch. 83, § 1; May 16.  
 
19-3613a. Inclusion of land located in other benefit dis-
tricts. Any land located within an improvement district 
created pursuant to K.S.A. 19-2753 et seq., and amend-
ments thereto, or any land located within an industrial dis-
trict created pursuant to K.S.A. 19-3801 et seq., and 
amendments thereto, shall not be included within the 
boundaries of any fire district created pursuant to K.S.A. 
19-3613 et seq., and amendments thereto, unless the gov-
erning body of such improvement district or industrial dis-
trict approves the inclusion thereof.  

Nothing in this section shall be construed as pro-
viding a procedure for the detachment or deannexation of 
land located within the boundaries of a fire district.  
History: L. 1997, ch. 143, § 18; May 8.  
 
19-3614. Same; governing body; terms; vacancies; re-
moval; expenses. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) 
and K.S.A. 19-3614a, and amendments thereto, within 60 
days following the creation of the fire district the board of 
county commissioners shall appoint the governing body of 
the fire district. The governing body shall consist of three 
or five members as determined by the board of county 
commissioners. Members of the governing body shall have 
been residents of the district at least three years preceding 
the date of their appointment. The members of the govern-
ing body shall hold office for a term of three years, except 
that the members of the first governing body appointed 
shall hold office for terms as follows: (1) In the case of a 
three-member governing body, one for a term of one year; 
one for a term of two years; and one for a term of three 
years; or (2) in the case of a five-member governing body, 
one for a term of one year; two for a term of two years; two 
for a term of three years. The board of county commission-
ers shall designate the term which each is to serve.  

(b) The governing body of any fire district ap-
pointed prior to the effective date of this act may be ex-
panded to a five-member body upon adoption of an appro-
priate resolution by the board of county commissioners. 

The terms of the newly appointed members of the govern-
ing body shall be staggered so that not more than two of the 
five board members are appointed at the same time.  

(c) In the case of a vacancy in the membership of 
such governing body occurring before the expiration of 
term, the successor shall be appointed in like manner as 
regular appointments are made and the member so ap-
pointed shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. 
The members of the governing body shall receive no com-
pensation for their services but shall be allowed their actual 
expenses incurred in the performance of their official du-
ties.  

(d) Any member of the governing body may be 
removed by the board of county commissioners for any 
cause which would justify the removal of an appointive 
officer of the county.  
History: L. 1955, ch. 175, § 2; L. 1975, ch. 52, § 9; L. 
1988, ch. 109, § 1; L. 1993, ch. 122, § 1; July 1.  
 
19-3614a. Same; governing body of certain consolidated 
districts in Johnson county; terms. Whenever an agree-
ment of consolidation between Johnson county consoli-
dated fire district no. 2 and Mission fire district no. 1 is 
filed in the office of the county clerk, the county board 
shall at that time appoint three of the former members of 
the governing body of Johnson county consolidated fire 
district no. 2 and two of the former members of the govern-
ing body of Mission fire district no. 1, and the five mem-
bers so appointed shall be and constitute the governing 
body of the district. As soon as such duly appointed mem-
bers are appointed and qualified, the terms of the former 
members of the Johnson county consolidated fire district 
no. 2 and Mission fire district no. 1 shall thereupon be ter-
minated. The county board shall designate the terms for 
which each of such five members of the governing body 
shall serve, and they shall be governed by all of the rules, 
regulations, requirements, duties and obligations set forth 
for members of the original districts.  

The newly created consolidated fire district shall 
be known and designated as Johnson county consolidated 
fire district no. (_____).  
History: L. 1988, ch. 109, § 3; July 1.  
 
19-3615. Same; election of officers; oaths; bond. Within 
thirty (30) days after the first appointment, the governing 
body shall meet and organize by the election from its 
membership of a chairman, vice-chairman and a secretary 
and treasurer. All members and officers of the governing 
body, whenever appointed shall take oaths as prescribed for 
other public officials. The secretary and the treasurer shall 
each give to the fire district a corporate surety bond, condi-
tioned for the faithful performance of duty and for the true 
and faithful accounting of all money that may come into 
their hands by virtue of their position in such sums as the 
governing body shall determine by resolution: Provided, 
That when bonds are issued, the governing body may re-
quire the giving of additional corporate surety bonds in 
such sums as the governing body shall determine by resolu-
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tion. Premiums on such bonds shall be paid by the fire dis-
trict. Such bonds shall be approved by the county board 
and filed with the county clerk.  
History: L. 1955, ch. 175, § 3; June 30.  
 
19-3616. Same; powers. Upon the creation of a fire district 
pursuant to K.S.A. 19-3613, and amendments thereto, the 
governing body of the fire district shall have the authority 
to:  

(a) Enter contracts;  
(b) acquire, by lease or purchase, and dispose of 

real and personal property;  
(c) acquire, by lease or purchase, construct, recon-

struct, equip, operate, maintain and furnish buildings to 
house fire-fighting equipment;  

(d) acquire, by lease or purchase, operate and 
maintain fire-fighting equipment;  

(e) issue bonds, if approved by the board of 
county commissioners, as provided in K.S.A 19-3601b, and 
amendments thereto;  

(f) pay compensation and salaries to fire district 
employees;  

(g) pay compensation to volunteer members of the 
fire district for fighting fires, responding to emergencies or 
attending meetings;  

(h) issue no-fund warrants;  
(i) exercise eminent domain;  
(j) pay the operation and maintenance expenses of 

the fire district and any other expenses legally incurred by 
the fire district;  

(k) prepare and adopt a budget, subject to the ap-
proval of the board of county commissioners; and  

(l) do all other things necessary to effectuate the 
purposes of this act.  
History: L. 1955, ch. 175, § 4; L. 1979, ch. 75, § 4; L. 
1980, ch. 92, § 1; L. 1991, ch. 82, § 1; L. 1993, ch. 122, § 
2; L. 2002, ch. 150, § 4; July 1.  
AGO: 92-54, 82-97, 81-213, 80-146, 80-47 
 
19-3617. Same; furnishing of fire protection services; 
contracts for services; tax levy. The governing body may 
provide for the furnishing of fire protection services or may 
contract with any other fire district, city or township or 
private entity within the vicinity of the fire district, for the 
purpose of furnishing fire protection service to the residents 
of such district.  
Where such fire district does enter into a contract with any 
other fire district, city or township or private entity within 
the vicinity of the fire district for furnishing fire protection 
service to the residents of such district, the fire district gov-
erning board shall have the power to levy a tax not to ex-
ceed 8.5 mills upon the dollar of the assessed valuation of 
all taxable, tangible property in the district, for the purpose 
of carrying out the provisions of the contract. Such tax levy 
shall be in addition to all other tax levies authorized or lim-
ited by law except that no other levies for fire department 
purposes shall be made on such property.  

History: L. 1955, ch. 175, § 5; L. 1972, ch. 86, § 1; L. 
1979, ch. 75, § 5; L. 1981, ch. 125, § 1; L. 1993, ch. 122, § 
3; July 1.  
AGO: 82-97, 81-270, 80-47 
 
19-3619. Same; consolidation with adjoining district; 
outstanding bonds; approval of consolidation agree-
ment; findings; designation; governing body of consoli-
dated district, terms. Subject to the provisions of K.S.A. 
19-270, and amendments thereto, the fire district may be 
consolidated with any adjoining fire district organized un-
der this or any prior act at any time by consent of the gov-
erning bodies of each district and on such basis and terms 
as may be agreed upon between the governing bodies of 
such districts. Any bonds outstanding and unpaid against 
each individual district at the time of consolidation into one 
district, shall be charged against and paid by the property 
within each of such districts liable for such bonds at the 
time of the consolidation. Any agreement between any 
such districts to consolidate shall not become effective un-
less and until such agreement is approved by the board of 
county commissioners, which approval, or rejection, shall 
be made within a period of 90 days following the date of 
such agreement between the governing bodies of any such 
two fire districts. Before approval is given by the board of 
county commissioners, it shall find that: (a) Each district as 
previously constituted would in its opinion be benefited by 
receiving as good or better service if consolidated; and (b) 
it would make possible either lower fire insurance rates on 
properties within the district or prevent establishing of 
higher rates. Approval of such agreement of consolidation 
shall be made by unanimous vote of the board of county 
commissioners.  

If any two such fire districts are consolidated into 
one district, or if any one district is consolidated with a 
previously consolidated district, then thereafter such con-
solidated or merged districts shall be known and designated 
as Johnson county consolidated fire district number 
(_____). Except as provided in K.S.A. 19-3614a, whenever 
the agreement of consolidation is filed in the office of the 
county clerk, the county board shall at that time appoint 
two of the former members of the governing body of the 
larger in area of the two districts, whether they be in the 
form of an original district or of consolidated districts, and 
one of the former members of the smaller in area of any 
two such districts which are consolidated into one and the 
three members so appointed shall be and constitute the 
governing body of the consolidated district. As soon as 
such duly appointed members are appointed and qualified, 
the terms of the former members of the original districts or 
consolidated districts so merged into one shall thereupon be 
terminated. The county board shall designate the terms for 
which each of such three members of the governing body 
shall serve and they shall be governed by all of the rules, 
regulations, requirements, duties and obligations herein set 
forth for members of the original districts.  
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Any such fire districts or consolidated fire district 
shall be known and designated as fire district number 
(_____) in (___________) county, Kansas.  
History: L. 1955, ch. 175, § 7; L. 1957, ch. 193, § 4; L. 
1986, ch. 70, § 18; L. 1988, ch. 109, § 2; July 1.  
AGO: 81-270 
 
19-3620. Same; operation of department; powers of 
governing body. The governing body shall have full direc-
tion and control over the operation of such district fire de-
partment. The governing body shall have the power to:  

(1) Select regular employees, provide for their 
compensation and furnish quarters for such employees if 
deemed desirable;  

(2) provide for the organization of volunteer 
members of such department and pay compensation to such 
members for fighting fires, responding to emergencies or 
attending meetings;  

(3) provide special clothing and equipment for 
such employees and volunteers;  

(4) insure such employees and volunteers against 
accidental death and injury in the performance of their du-
ties; and  

(5) do all things necessary or desirable to maintain 
and operate such department so as to furnish fire protection 
for the inhabitants of such district.  
History: L.1955, ch.175, § 8; L.2002, ch. 150, § 12; July 1.  
AGO: 2001-51, 92-161, 80-89 
 
19-3621. Same; contracts with other municipalities to 
provide fire protection. The governing body of the fire 
district may enter into contracts with cities and other fire 
districts, townships, or duly organized and incorporated 
volunteer fire departments whether within or without the 
county or state, for cooperation between fire departments 
of the respective cities, districts and townships, and may 
include in such contracts provisions by which the fire de-
partment of such cities, townships or other districts or vol-
unteer fire departments will furnish fire protection to the 
fire district in question in consideration of cash payments 
or reciprocal services. The governing body of the fire dis-
trict may also include in such contracts provisions to pro-
vide, furnish and pay for a bond in such amount as shall be 
agreed upon to indemnify any such city, fire district, or 
township against any loss which it may sustain as result of 
damage to property or injury to persons arising out of the 
furnishing of fire protection services to such districts.  

The supervision and control of the fire district fire 
department shall always be with the governing body of the 
fire district. The fire chief or person in charge of the fire 
department shall have the right in every case, where a con-
tract exists for reciprocal service, to determine whether or 
not the district can spare all or any portion of its fire 
equipment and firefighters at that particular time.  
History: L. 1955, ch. 175, § 9; L. 1979, ch. 186, § 21; L. 
1993, ch. 122, § 5; July 1.  
AGO: 92-161, 82-97 
 

19-3622. Same; budget notice, hearing, approval by 
board of county commissioners; tax levies. (a) The gov-
erning body of the fire district shall prepare an annual 
budget for the operation of the fire district. Prior to the 
adoption of its budget, the governing body shall meet for 
the purpose of answering and hearing objections of taxpay-
ers relating to the proposed budget and for the purpose of 
considering amendments to such proposed budget. The 
governing body shall give at least 10 days' notice of the 
time and place of the meeting by publication in a weekly or 
daily newspaper having a general circulation in the fire 
district. Such notice shall include the proposed budget and 
shall set out all essential items in the budget on a publica-
tion form prescribed by the director of accounts and reports 
and furnished with the regular budget form. The public 
hearing required to be held herein shall be held not less 
than 10 days prior to the date on which the fire district is 
required to submit its budget to the board of county com-
missioners for review and approval thereby. After such 
hearing a proposed budget shall be adopted or amended 
and adopted by the fire district. The governing body, not 
later than August 1 of any year, shall submit its proposed 
budget to the board of county commissioners for review 
and approval thereby. The board shall approve or disap-
prove the budget no later than August 10. After the board 
of county commissioners approves the budget, the govern-
ing body shall submit the budget to the county clerk as 
provided by K.S.A. 79-2930, and amendments thereto.  

(b) The governing body of the fire district shall 
have the power to levy a tax not to exceed 8.5 mills upon 
the dollar of the assessed valuation of all taxable, tangible 
property in the district, for the purpose of paying any law-
ful cost or expense incurred by the fire district and to pay a 
portion of the principal and interest on bonds issued pursu-
ant to K.S.A. 12-1774, and amendments thereto. No other 
levies for the operation and maintenance of a fire depart-
ment shall be made on such property by any other taxing 
district. If any incorporated city is partly within the 
boundaries of one or more fire districts, and partly outside 
the boundaries of any fire district, the governing body of 
such city may cause a tax to be levied in that portion of the 
city outside of the boundaries of any fire district for fire 
protection, and may contract with any fire district, city, 
township or other organized fire department, to furnish fire 
protection in that portion of the city not lying within the 
boundaries of a fire district, in the same manner as though 
the city lay wholly without the boundaries of a fire district.  

(c) The governing body of the fire district may in-
crease the mill levy authorized by subsection (b) in an 
amount not to exceed 11.5 mills by adoption of a resolu-
tion. Such resolution shall be published once each week for 
two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the fire district. If within 30 days after the last pub-
lication of the resolution, a petition signed by not less than 
5% of the qualified electors in the fire district is filed in the 
office of the county election officer requesting an election 
thereon, no levy in an amount exceeding 8.5 mills shall be 
made unless the question is submitted to and approved by a 



  87

majority of the voters of the fire district voting at an elec-
tion called by the governing body. Such election shall be 
called and held in the manner provided under the general 
bond law.  
History: L. 1955, ch. 175, § 10; L. 1980, ch. 93, § 1; L. 
1980, ch. 92, § 2; L. 1981, ch. 125, § 2; L. 1985, ch. 102, § 
2; L. 1993, ch. 122, § 4; July 1.  
AGO: 82-97, 81-270, 80-89, 80-47 
 
19-3623. Same; inclusion of new lands in district; pro-
cedure. New lands may be included in any fire district cre-
ated under the provisions of K.S.A. 19-3613 to 19-3622, 
both sections inclusive, or acts amendatory thereof, in like 
manner as provided by K.S.A. 19-3604 for the inclusion of 
new lands in a fire district organized under the provisions 
of K.S.A. 19-3601 to 19-3612, both sections inclusive, or 
acts amendatory thereof.  
History: L. 1957, ch. 193, § 5; April 12.  
 
19-3623a. Same; detachment of territory located within 
certain cities and consolidation of remaining area with 
adjoining fire district; procedure; outstanding bond 
issues; tax levies; governing board of district. Whenever 
any of the area of a fire district created under the provisions 
of K.S.A. 19-3613 to 19-3623 shall be within the corporate 
limits of any city of the second class having a volunteer or 
paid or partly paid fire department, the board of county 
commissioners of the county in which such fire district and 
city are located may detach the area of the fire district 
which is within the corporate limits of such city from the 
fire district and consolidate the remaining area of such fire 
district to an adjoining fire district which is operating under 
the provisions of K.S.A. 80-1512 to 80-1523 and any acts 
amendatory thereof in the manner and in accordance with 
the procedure hereinafter provided.  

Whenever a petition signed by the owners of at 
least twenty percent (20%) of the portion of the area of 
such fire district which is located within the corporate lim-
its of the city of the second class is filed with the county 
clerk of the county in which such fire district is located 
requesting the board of county commissioners to hold a 
public hearing for the purpose of determining the advisabil-
ity of detaching from such fire district the area thereof 
which is within the corporate limits of such city and con-
solidating the remaining area of the fire district with such 
an adjoining fire district, the board of county commission-
ers shall hold such a public hearing within thirty (30) days 
after the filing of such petition and shall publish a notice 
thereof once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county, the last 
publication of which shall be not more than six (6) days 
prior to the date fixed for the holding of the hearing. Within 
five (5) days after the holding of such public hearing, the 
said board shall enter an order approving or rejecting the 
petition.  

If said board shall approve the petition it shall 
forthwith enter an order detaching from the fire district that 
portion of the area which is located within the corporate 

limits of the city and attaching the remaining area of the 
fire district to an adjoining fire district operating under the 
provisions of K.S.A. 80-1512 to 80-1523 or acts amenda-
tory thereof. Thereupon, the fire district organized under 
the provisions of K.S.A. 19-3613 to 19-3623 shall be dis-
solved and all the property belonging to said fire district 
shall become the property of the fire district with which 
such remaining area is consolidated. If the fire district dis-
solved shall have outstanding at the time of its dissolution 
any general obligation bonds, the board of county commis-
sioners shall annually make a tax levy on the taxable prop-
erty located in the territory of such dissolved fire district 
sufficient to retire said bonds and to pay the interest 
thereon. Whenever the fire district which is consolidated 
with part of the territory of the dissolved district shall have 
general obligation bonds outstanding at the time of such 
consolidation, the tax levies to retire said bonds and to pay 
the interest thereon shall only be levied on the taxable 
property located in the territory of such district prior to its 
consolidation.  

If the township board is not the governing body of 
the fire district with which such remaining area is consoli-
dated, the terms of office of all the members of the govern-
ing body of such fire district shall expire upon the entry of 
such orders and a new governing body in such fire district 
shall be appointed in like manner as provided in K.S.A. 80-
1514, for the appointment of the members of the first board 
after such a fire district is created.  
History: L. 1961, ch. 164, § 1; April 19.  
 
19-3623c. Same; certain districts with territory in cities 
over 50,000; attachment of territory; alternative meth-
ods. Any fire district which is created under K.S.A. 19-
3613 et seq. having territory located within a city of the 
first class having a population in excess of fifty thousand 
(50,000) shall have area attached to it in the manner hereaf-
ter provided as alternative methods to others now provided 
by law.  

(a) Upon petition by resolution of the governing 
body of such city to attach thereto territory which lies 
within such city but which is not located within any fire 
district, the board of county commissioners may enter an 
order making such attachment.  

(b) Upon petition by resolution of the governing 
body of such city to detach territory within such city from a 
fire district created under K.S.A. 80-1512 et seq. and attach 
such territory to such fire district created under K.S.A. 19-
3613 et seq., the board of county commissioners shall enter 
an order making such detachment and attachment.  
History: L. 1965, ch. 137, § 1; June 30.  
 
19-3623d. Same; bonded indebtedness of area or dis-
trict. The bonded indebtedness of any area, fire district or 
portion of a fire district affected by this act existing on the 
effective date of attachment by such city shall remain a 
charge upon the attached area as it existed immediately 
prior to the attachment.  
History: L. 1965, ch. 137, § 2; June 30.  
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19-3623e. Same; fire protection reserve fund; source of 
revenue; limitations. The governing body of any fire dis-
trict organized under K.S.A. 19-3613 et seq., and amend-
ments thereto, is hereby authorized and empowered to 
transfer, annually, by resolution, from the general fund of 
the district any money credited to such fund, and subject to 
legal expenditure, which in the opinion of the governing 
body will not be needed for general operating expenses in 
such year, to a special fund to be established for the acqui-
sition of fire-fighting equipment, apparatus or machinery or 
land and buildings to be used for fire-fighting purposes. 
Upon the adoption of such resolution the amount provided 
therein shall be transferred and credited from the general 
fund to the special fund.  

All moneys credited to such special fund shall be 
used by such fire district for the acquisition of fire-fighting 
equipment, apparatus or machinery or land and buildings to 
be used for fire-fighting purposes. Such fund shall not be 
subject to K.S.A. 79-2925 to 79-2936, inclusive, and 
amendments thereto. In making the budget of such fire 
district, the amounts credited to, and the amount on hand 
in, such special fund and amounts expended therefrom 
shall be shown for the information of the taxpayers of such 
district.  

If the governing body of any fire district deter-
mines that all or part of the money which has been trans-
ferred to such special fund is not needed for the purposes 
for which it was transferred, the governing body is author-
ized and empowered by resolution to retransfer such 
amount not needed to the district's general fund and such 
retransfer and expenditure thereof shall be subject to the 
provisions of K.S.A. 79-2925 to 79-2936, and amendments 
thereto.  

If prior to the effective date of this act the govern-
ing body of any fire district has transferred money to a spe-
cial fund to be used for replacement of equipment, such fire 
district is hereby authorized to use moneys from such fund 
in the manner provided in this section.  
All property, real and personal, purchased by a fire district 
with public funds, including any funds obtained by tax levy 
or the issuance of general obligation bonds, shall be and 
remain the property of such fire district until otherwise 
disposed of in accordance with law.  
History: L. 1980, ch. 93, § 2; L. 1993, ch. 279, § 4; July 1.  
 
19-3623f. Same; annexation of district property by cit-
ies; procedure; agreements; notice; hearing; out-
standing obligations. (a) If any land included in a fire dis-
trict created under the provisions of K.S.A. 19-3613, and 
amendments thereto, is thereafter annexed by any city, 
other than the city of Overland Park, such land shall con-
tinue to be within and a part of the fire district unless ap-
proved for detachment and exclusion from the boundaries 
of such district by the board of county commissioners. 
Within 60 days following annexation of land located within 
a fire district the governing bodies of the city and fire dis-
trict shall negotiate an agreement providing for the transfer 

of such land to the city. Such negotiations also shall in-
clude the transfer of other property of the fire district and 
the payment of compensation therefor. Any such agreement 
shall be submitted to and approved by the board of county 
commissioners.  

(b) If the city and fire district are unable to reach 
an agreement pursuant to subsection (a), the governing 
body of the city or fire district shall present a petition to the 
board requesting the board to detach such land and provide 
for the transfer of any property. Upon receipt of such peti-
tion, the board shall call and hold a hearing thereon. Notice 
of such hearing shall be published in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the county once each week for two con-
secutive weeks. The final notice shall be published not less 
than one week and not more than two weeks before the 
date fixed for the hearing. A copy of the notice also shall 
be mailed by certified mail to the residents and governing 
bodies of the fire district and city affected by the detach-
ment. The cost of providing notice required by this subsec-
tion shall be paid by the city.  

(c) On the day set for the hearing, the board shall 
hear testimony as to the advisability of the detachment of 
land from the fire district and the transfer of any property. 
The action of the board shall be quasi-judicial in nature. 
The board shall consider the impact of approving or disap-
proving the detachment of such land and transfer of any 
property. The board shall make specific written findings of 
fact and conclusions determining whether such detachment 
or the detachment of a lesser amount of such area and the 
transfer of property causes manifest injury to the fire dis-
trict, or to the city if the detachment and transfer is disap-
proved. The findings and conclusions shall be based upon 
the preponderance of evidence presented to the board. In 
determining whether manifest injury would result from the 
detachment and transfer, the board's considerations shall 
include, but not be limited to, the:  

(1) Response time of the city and the fire district 
to the area proposed to be detached;  

(2) impact on the fire district from the decrease in 
its tax base if detachment is approved;  

(3) impact on the city's provision of fire service if 
the detachment is disapproved;  

(4) impact on the residents of the area;  
(5) loss of sales tax revenue to the city if detach-

ment is disapproved; and  
(6) impact on the remainder of the fire district if 

the detachment is approved.  
(d) The board shall make its decision within 120 

days after the date of the conclusion of the hearing. The 
board may continue the hearing beyond the time specified 
without further publication of notice. If a majority of the 
board concludes the proposed detachment or any part 
thereof should be granted and the transfer of any property, 
the board shall so find; and thereupon such land shall be 
detached from the fire district and any other property shall 
be transferred to the city. If aggrieved by the decision of 
the board, the fire district or the city may appeal such deci-
sion to the district court of the county.  
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(e) When the land annexed to such city is de-
tached and excluded from such district the governing body 
of the district shall redefine the new boundaries of the dis-
trict to exclude the land so detached. All general obligation 
bonds issued for the acquisition or construction of fire sta-
tions or buildings, the acquisition of sites therefor and the 
purchase of fire fighting equipment by a fire district which 
are issued prior to the detachment of such land shall con-
tinue as an obligation of the property subject to taxation for 
the payment thereof at the time such bonds were issued.  
History: L. 1991, ch. 82, § 2; July 1. 
AGO: 92-54 
 
19-3624. Fire districts in two or more counties; crea-
tion; procedure. Subject to the provisions of K.S.A. 19-
270, whenever 51% of the resident property owners of ter-
ritory located in two or more counties, as determined by an 
enumeration taken and verified for this purpose by the 
county election officers of the counties in which the terri-
tory proposed to be included within the district is located, 
shall petition the county commissioners of the county in 
which the greater portion of territory of the proposed dis-
trict is located for the creation of a benefit district for the 
purpose of providing fire-fighting service within the benefit 
district, it shall be the duty of the board of county commis-
sioners, by resolution, to establish such fire district and to 
define the boundaries thereof as set forth in the petition. 
Thereafter, the county commissioners establishing such 
district shall direct the county clerk of the county in which 
the greater portion of the district is located to transmit a 
copy of the original resolution of the board establishing the 
district to the county clerk of any other county in which 
any territory of the benefit district shall be located.  
History: L. 1959, ch. 149, § 1; L. 1984, ch. 109, § 1; L. 
1986, ch. 70, § 19; May 15.  
 
19-3624a. Inclusion of land located in other benefit dis-
tricts. Any land located within an improvement district 
created pursuant to K.S.A. 19-2753 et seq., and amend-
ments thereto, or any land located within an industrial dis-
trict created pursuant to K.S.A. 19-3801 et seq., and 
amendments thereto, shall not be included within the 
boundaries of any fire district created pursuant to K.S.A. 
19-3624 et seq., and amendments thereto, unless the gov-
erning body of such improvement district or industrial dis-
trict approves the inclusion thereof.  

Nothing in this section shall be construed as pro-
viding a procedure for the detachment or deannexation of 
land located within the boundaries of a fire district.  
History: L. 1997, ch. 143, § 19; May 8.  
 
 
19-3625. Same; governing body; powers; issuance of 
bonds and no-fund warrants. The board of county com-
missioners adopting the resolution establishing the benefit 
district shall be and constitute the governing body of such 
benefit district; and is authorized to contract for fire protec-
tion services and to purchase and hold fire apparatus and 

equipment or buildings to be used for the purpose of fire 
protection. In addition to the powers provided for in this 
section, the governing body shall have any powers granted 
to a fire district under K.S.A. 19-3601a. The governing 
body shall also have authority to issue general obligation 
bonds and no-fund warrants under the provisions of K.S.A. 
19-3601b. The county commissioners as such governing 
board may adopt budgets, receive and expend moneys and 
otherwise act to provide for maximum fire protection 
within the district within available means. The county 
commissioners of the county wherein the greater portion of 
the district was located at the time the district was estab-
lished shall be the governing body of the district after its 
establishment, even though thereafter additional territory is 
attached to the district to such an extent that after such at-
tachment the greater portion of the territory thereof lies in 
another county.  
History: L. 1959, ch. 149, § 2; L. 1979, ch. 75, § 6; July 1.  
 
19-3626. Same; budgets; certification of valuations; tax 
levies. The governing body of a fire district established 
pursuant to K.S.A. 19-3624, shall annually file the budget 
of the benefit district with the clerk of the county in which 
the greater portion of the district is located; and the county 
clerk of any other county in which any territory of the dis-
trict is located shall annually, on or before August 25, cer-
tify the total amount of assessed taxable tangible property 
in such benefit district located in such county to the clerk 
of the county in which the greater portion of the district is 
located. Thereafter, the county clerk of the county in which 
the governing body of the district is located shall determine 
the rate of tax necessary to be levied for such benefit dis-
trict to finance that portion of the budget to be derived from 
ad valorem taxes, but such rate shall in no case exceed five 
mills upon the taxable tangible property in the benefit dis-
trict. Upon determination of the rate of levy, the county 
clerk of the county in which the governing body of the dis-
trict is located shall certify the same to the county clerk of 
each of the counties in which some portion of the benefit 
district lies. It shall be the duty of the board of county 
commissioners of the counties where any territory of the 
benefit district lies to levy the tax upon the taxable tangible 
property in such benefit district. The tax levy authorized by 
this section shall be in addition to all other tax levies au-
thorized or limited by law.  
History: L. 1959, ch. 149, § 3; L. 1980, ch. 90, § 3; L. 
1981, ch. 126, § 1; July 1.  
 
19-3627. Same; transmittal of tax moneys; expendi-
tures. The county treasurer of any county in which any part 
of the benefit district lies, except the county treasurer of the 
county in which the governing body is located, shall upon 
collection of the tax moneys provided for in K.S.A. 19-
3626, transmit the same to the county treasurer of the 
county in which the governing body is located, and said 
county treasurer shall credit all moneys received under this 
act to the benefit district. All moneys received by the bene-
fit district may be paid out and expended by the governing 
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body of said benefit district for the purposes of carrying out 
the provisions of this act.  
History: L. 1959, ch. 149, § 4; April 6.  
 
19-3629. Same; attachment of territory; petition; notice 
to county clerk; budget; tax levies; expenditures. Terri-
tory adjacent to a fire district established pursuant to the 
provisions of this act and not a part of any other organized 
fire district may be attached to such district as hereinafter 
provided. Upon presentation to the board of county com-
missioners acting as governing body of the district a peti-
tion setting forth the boundaries of the area which desires 
to be attached to the fire district and signed by not less than 
51% of the qualified electors of such area, as determined 
by an enumeration taken and verified for this purpose by 
the county election officer of the county in which the terri-
tory proposed to be attached is located, it shall be the duty 
of the board of county commissioners, at its next regular 
meeting, to examine such petition and if it finds the petition 
to be sufficient and in due form and further finds it to the 
best interest of the district to attach such territory, shall 
issue an order attaching such territory to the district and 
shall give notice of such attachment to the county clerk of 
the county wherein the territory seeking to be attached is 
situated. Such attachment shall be effective on the 1st day 
of March next following the entry of such order. Such at-
tached territory shall be subject thereafter to the tax levied 
by the district and the district shall certify the levy to the 
county clerk of the county together with its budget, and the 
county clerk shall levy the fire district tax on all the taxable 
tangible property of the county located within the district.  

The county treasurer shall, in January and July, 
each year, transmit all moneys belonging to the district to 
the governing body of the district and the governing body 
shall issue a receipt therefor. Such moneys may be ex-
pended in the same manner as other moneys derived from 
tax levies. When the territory so attached to the district is 
located in an adjacent county, the governing board of the 
district, after such attachment, shall proceed to adopt the 
budget, levy taxes and otherwise to govern such district, 
including the attached area, in the same manner as though 
such district were originally organized and established un-
der this act.  
History: L.1959, ch. 149, § 6; L. 1984, ch. 109, § 2; July 1.  
AGO: 80-23 
 
19-3630. Same; attachment of territory outside county 
by district organized within county; laws applicable. 
Whenever a fire district has been organized within any 
county as authorized by law and thereafter, territory adja-
cent thereto, but located in another county and not a part of 
any organized fire district, may be attached to such fire 
district in the same manner as provided in K.S.A. 19-3629, 
for attachment of territory to a district organized and estab-
lished in more than one county. After such territory has 
been attached in the manner hereinbefore prescribed, notice 
of such attachment shall be given to the county clerk of the 
county wherein the territory attached is located, and such 

attachment shall become effective on the same date, shall 
be subject to tax levies, taxes shall be collected and trans-
mitted and said district including the attached territory, 
shall be governed by and subject to the provisions of this 
act, in the same manner as though such district was origi-
nally organized and established hereunder. The county 
commissioners of the county in which the district was 
originally organized shall be the governing body of the 
district, regardless of the amount of territory thereafter at-
tached to such district.  
History: L. 1959, ch. 149, § 7; April 6.  
AGO: 80-23 
 
19-3631. Same; detachment of territory; petition; certi-
fication of boundaries; bonded debt. Territory which is a 
part of a fire district organized in accordance with the pro-
visions of K.S.A. 19-3624 to 19-3630, and amendments 
thereto may be detached therefrom as herein provided. 
Upon presentation of a petition to the governing body of 
the fire district, setting forth the boundaries of an area 
within the district which desires to be detached from the 
fire district, signed by not less than 51% of the qualified 
electors of such area, as determined by an enumeration 
taken and verified for such purpose by the county election 
officer of the county in which the territory proposed to be 
detached is located, the governing body of such fire district 
may, at its next regular meeting, if it finds the petition is 
regular with at least the requisite number of signatures, 
enter an order detaching such territory from the fire district, 
such order to be effective on January 1 of the succeeding 
year. Thereupon, the governing board shall declare the new 
boundaries of the benefit district by resolution and shall 
certify a copy of such resolution to the county clerks of 
each of the counties in which a part of the benefit district is 
located.  

The territory detached from the fire district shall 
be liable for its proportionate share of all outstanding in-
debtedness of the district on the date the resolution is 
passed by the governing board detaching the territory.  
History: L. 1965, ch. 191, § 1; L. 1968, ch. 98, § 1; L. 
1984, ch. 109, § 3; July 1.  
 
19-3631a. Same; district board of trustees; appoint-
ment; powers. Whenever a benefit district for the purpose 
of providing fire fighting service has been established un-
der the provisions of K.S.A. 19-3624 et seq., and the gov-
erning body thereof determines that it is in the best interests 
of the district to place the supervision thereof under a dis-
trict board of trustees, said governing body may appoint a 
board of not less than three members and not more than 
nine members, composed of persons other than members of 
said governing body, who shall serve at the pleasure of said 
governing body. The board so established may be vested 
with all powers vested in said governing body, or such su-
pervisory powers as said governing body may, by resolu-
tion, delegate, and the board so appointed may exercise all 
powers so delegated.  
History: L. 1980, ch. 90, § 2; July 1.  
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19-3637. Fire districts in counties designated urban ar-
eas; insurance for employees; payment of premiums. 
The provisions of this act shall apply to any fire district in 
any county designated as an "urban area" within the provi-
sions of section 17 of article 2 of the constitution of the 
state of Kansas. The governing body of any fire district 
may acquire hospital, medical, life and disability income 
insurance on employees of the fire district and their de-
pendents. Beneficiaries of such insurance may be such em-
ployees or their dependents. Premiums and other expenses 
of insurance acquired under authority of this act may be 
paid from the maintenance fund or the general operating 
fund of the fire district. Insurance authorized to be obtained 
under authority of this act may be acquired by competitive 
bids or by negotiation in the discretion of the governing 
body of the fire district.  
History: L. 1968, ch. 212, § 1; L. 1969, ch. 163, § 1;July 1.  
 
19-3808. Powers of industrial districts; limitations. Sub-
ject to the prior and superior jurisdiction of the federal, 
state, county, city and township governments over public 
roads and their responsibility therefor, and also subject to 
the prior or superior rights of any public or municipal body 
or public utility to operate facilities, services and public 
utilities in the county and state, every industrial district 
incorporated as provided by this act shall have the follow-
ing powers in such districts:  

(1) To adopt a corporate seal;  
(2) to sue and to be sued in its corporate name;  
(3) to plan and construct facilities commonly re-

quired by industries such as storm and sanitary sewers, 
sewage disposal systems, steam lines, streets, street light-
ing, waterworks, water wells, water lines, fire stations and 
fire fighting apparatus, incinerating plants, dumps for in-
dustrial waste, administration offices, shelter stations or 
any public improvements necessary or conducive to the 
public health, safety, convenience and general welfare;  

(4) to purchase, lease, rent or acquire such real es-
tate and personal property for public purposes as may be 
necessary to carry out the purposes and objects of the dis-
trict; and to contract to sell, sell and convey, or otherwise 
dispose of any such real or personal property upon such 
terms and conditions as are approved by the directors of the 
industrial district, in order to carry out the purposes and 
objects of the district;  

(5) to exercise all the rights and powers of emi-
nent domain within the district in the manner set forth in 
K.S.A. 26-501 to 26-516, inclusive, and amendments 
thereto;  

(6) to levy and collect annually a general tax. Ex-
cept as provided by subsection (13), such tax shall not ex-
ceed five mills on the dollar on all taxable tangible property 
within the district to create a general fund for the purposes 
and objects of the district and to expend the same;  

(7) to issue general obligation bonds, without an 
election but in the manner and subject to the limitations 
provided by this section, to pay the cost of constructing 

streets, street lighting, storm sewers, fire stations and fire 
fighting apparatus, administrative offices and any public 
improvement necessary or conducive to the general health, 
safety and convenience and general welfare, which will 
benefit all property situated within the district. General 
obligation bonds shall not be issued in any case in which 
the proposed work or improvements is of the character de-
scribed in subsection (9) of this section unless written con-
sent is given by the land owners of 90% of the total area of 
land in the district. The total amount of general obligation 
bonds outstanding shall not exceed 25% of the assessed 
valuation of the district as shown by the latest assessment 
rolls unless written consent is given by the land owners of 
90% of the total area of the land in the district. General 
obligation bonds issued by the district for the purpose of 
acquiring, constructing, enlarging or improving any storm 
or sanitary sewer system shall not be included for comput-
ing the total amount of general obligation bonds out-
standing;  

(8) to levy taxes for the retirement of the bonds;  
(9) to issue and sell revenue bonds in payment of 

the cost of construction, reconstruction, extension, 
enlargement, improvement, alteration or repair of industrial 
waste and sanitary sewers, sewage disposal systems, steam 
lines, waterworks, water wells, water lines, incinerating 
plants, or any utility, instrumentality or facility of a reve-
nue producing character, to fix by resolution such rents, 
fees and charges for the use thereof or services therefrom 
as may be reasonable and necessary and to provide for the 
manner of collecting and dispensing of such revenues sub-
ject to the provisions and limitations provided by this sec-
tion;  

(10) to accept grants, gifts or donations of land or 
other property, or the use thereof, for any lawful purpose;  

(11) to staff, equip and provide first-aid facilities 
for persons injured in the district and to build or contract 
for such hospital facilities as may be deemed necessary;  

(12) to employ and fix the compensation of engi-
neers, attorneys and such other employees as may be nec-
essary to administer and carry out the purposes of the dis-
trict;  

(13) to contract with and pay any city, township or 
fire district in close proximity thereto for auxiliary fire pro-
tection and to contract with any county, city, township, 
drainage district or other public body or any agency thereof 
on a cooperative basis for services, facilities or improve-
ments and to do such other things that would be to the mu-
tual benefit of the industrial district and any other public 
body or bodies or any agency thereof. Any industrial dis-
trict located within Reno county may levy and collect an-
nually a tax in an amount necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this subsection; such tax shall be in addition to the 
tax authorized by subsection (6). No such district shall en-
ter into any contract for or permit any privately owned util-
ity, or any person, firm or corporation to furnish, supply or 
distribute electric energy, water or steam to such district 
whenever there is a municipally owned water or light plant 
located in the city adjacent to such industrial district, with-
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out the official consent of the governing body of such city 
and the consent of the board of public utilities of such city 
where such plant or plants are governed or operated by 
such board of public utilities;  

(14) to establish by resolution of the board of di-
rectors reasonable rates or charges for the use of the sew-
age disposal system or waterworks system of the district 
and provide for the manner of the making and collection of 
the same. Sewage disposal system for the purposes of this 
act shall include the system of sewers and the sewage dis-
posal plant of the district;  

(15) to make all contracts and do all other acts in 
relation to the affairs of the district necessary to the proper 
exercise of its corporate powers and to the accomplishment 
of the purpose of its organization; and  

(16) to do all other acts that may be necessary to 
execute the general powers granted by this section, al-
though not specifically enumerated.  
History: L. 1957, ch. 196, § 8; L. 1961, ch. 161, § 1; 1963, 
ch. 234, § 52; L. 1967, ch. 158, § 1; L. 1981, ch. 127, § 3; 
L. 1982, ch. 126, § 1; L. 1992, ch. 140, § 1; July 1.  
 
19-3809. Construction of facilities; powers of directors. 
The board of directors of such districts shall regulate the 
kind and type of buildings constructed in the district in 
accordance with acceptable standards of construction in the 
interest of protecting public health and safety, and may 
require, if deemed proper, that fire resistive materials be 
used in the construction of industrial facilities in incorpo-
rated industrial districts, and shall order the suspension of 
anything within the limits of the district that it regards as 
dangerous, obnoxious or detrimental to the public health or 
safety, industrial growth and general welfare.  
History: L. 1957, ch. 196, § 9; June 29.  
 


